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Abstract
Ninety years ago a bill was approved by Governor Lowe, first governor of Iowa, providing
for a “State Agricultural College and Model Farm, to be connected with the entire Agricultural
Interests of the State.”...
Happy Birthday 
Ninety years ago a bill was approved by Governor Lowe, first 
governor of Iowa, providing for a "State Agricultural College 
and Model Farm, to be connected with the entire Agricultural 
Interests of the State." 
March 22, the college will commemorate the signing of 
that bill. The site of the college was selected by the first board 
in charge. It consisted of 648 acres at the cost of $5,379.12, lo-
cated in the westrn part of Story county. No landmarks served 
to establish the spot. It was only open prairie. 
Adonijah Strong Welch was the first president of the college. 
The proposed school, first thought of as a Model Farm, was sup-
ported by tax money from the state until the Land-Grant or 
Morrill Act of July 2, 1862. On September 21, 1862, Iowa became 
the first state to make use of the land appropriation. 
Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts was 
opened for students in 1869. Students were admitted tuition 
free if they lived in Iowa. Fifteen years later the enrollment was 
250, of which one-fourth were women. At that time, five courses 
of study were offered: general science, agricultural science, mech-
anical engineering, civil engineering, and veterinary medicine. 
The first building, "Old Main," was an all-purpose structure, 
containing classrooms, laboratories, and dormitories. Two build-
ings from those days are still here—the Music Hall, which was 
formerly the home of the first vice-president of the college, and 
the FarmHouse, which was the home of the first president. 
Those working to make Iowa State stronger were "firm in the 
belief that at no very distant day the Iowa State Agricultural 
College will stand foremost among the educational institutions 
in the Western States." 
Honoring the college on the 90th anniversary will be Senator 
Bourke B. Hickenlooper, chairman of the United States Senate 
Atomic Energy Committee. Visiting alumni will be present to 
join in the congratulatory ceremonies. Presidents of Iowa col-
leges and universities will be here to deliver addresses. 
An all-college open house will be held from 4 to 5 p.m., March 
22, and the bells of Iowa State will ring out, from 4:30 to 5, over 
the former prairie land. 
From buggies to rocket planes, from open fireplaces to atomic 
power, from a single dormitory for men and women to 13 huge 
residence halls, 38 fraternity and sorority halls, and Pammel 
Court, from hoop skirts to the "New Look"-NINETY YEARS 
OF PROGRESS. 
